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8 a.m. . . . . . . . . . .Registration

8 – 9 a.m.  . . . . . .      Breakfast Buffet

8:45 a.m. . . . . . . .       �Welcome & Introductions  

Opening Remarks

9 – 10:30 a.m.  . . .   �A Labor History: Understanding Our Past to Impact the Future  

  Women – Mother Jones 

  Labor Unions in General

10:30 a.m.  . . . . . .      Break

10:45 a.m.  . . . . . .      Knowing Your Association

  Understanding the Association Structure

  3-1 (g) Status

  ATA-NEA Merger

Noon . . . . . . . . . .          Lunch

12:45 p.m. . . . . . . .       Job Opportunities

  MEA Intern Program

  NEA Intern Program

  NEA UPDP

1:30 p.m. . . . . . . . .        What Does It Mean to Be Politically Active?

2:15 p.m. . . . . . . . .        Get What You Need: Identifying Skill Development Opportunities 

2:45 p.m.  . . . . . . .       Closing Session

  Wrap Up
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A Labor History: Understanding Our Past to Impact the Future
Presenters: Tanya Pratt and Ervin Pratt, MEA UniServ Directors
Go back in history to learn about the involvement of women and minorities in the 
labor movement. You will not want to miss this multimedia, interactive session.

Understanding the MEA and NEA Structure
Presenters: Michael Graves, Southfield, and David Hockaday, Lansing 
Confused about the structure of the MEA as well as the NEA? How does your local 
association tie into MEA? This session will explain the structure of MEA and NEA. 
Participants will learn about the various committee appointments, elected seats and much 
more. Also included will be an overview of the ATA-NEA (American Teachers Association-
National Education Association) merger that has shaped today’s Association. Don’t miss 
out on information that will help guide you down the path of opportunity.

Finding Your Way to MEA Job Opportunities
Presenters: Kia Hagens and Mary Halley, MEA Interns
Presenters of this session have been down this path and will provide the “how to” in 
finding the potholes, land mines and short cuts to employment opportunities within 
MEA and NEA. Information about the MEA & NEA Women & Minority Intern Program, 
among others, will be presented.

What Does It Mean to Be Politically Active?
Presenter: Joyce Phelps, MEA Lobbyist
Do you understand the rules and purpose of being politically Active? Well, you are not 
alone. This session will provide you with the knowledge to understand the world of 
politics; come hear the “secrets” of politics from MEA’s only female lobbyist.

Get What You Need: Identifying Skill Development Opportunities
Presenter: Joan Mapson, Director, Professional Development/Human Rights Department
Come hear from the MEA director of Professional Development about the myriad of 
professional development opportunities available to members. Participants will increase 
their awareness about the availability of professional development services, costs, 
purposes, and so much more! After this session, you will be ”in the know” about what it 
takes to get what you need to become a Professional Issues Advocate within the MEA.
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Name _________________________________________________________________________

Badge Name (First Name Preference)_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip___________________________________________________________________

Home Phone _______________________ E-mail_ ______________________________________

School District/Institution________________________________________________________

First Time Attending This Conference?    Yes          No

Special Needs (physical or dietary. Please be specific)_____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________  

The Minority & Women Leadership Involvement Program is a service of the MEA for its members.
There is NO registration fee.

Meals:    I plan to attend breakfast    Yes    No       I plan to attend lunch    Yes    No

Direct questions to:

800-292-1934  	

Mary Henson 	 ext. 6215   mhenson@mea.org  
Deb Hahn	 ext. 4005 	   dhahn@mea.org

Return registration form to:     

Attn: Deb Hahn  
Michigan Education Association 
PO Box 2573 
East Lansing, MI 48826-2573

Fax: 517-336-4013

Registrations must 
be postmarked on or 

before March 20, 2009
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2008-09 Minority Concerns 
Committee

Rodrigo Barassi 
Olivia Benitez Fassbender 
Theresa Dudley  
Colleen Ford
Kevin Fortune 
Stephen Franko, Chair
Michael Graves 
Falisadoll Green
Amy Guzman 
Deborah Hamilton
David Houghton 
Michelle Karp 
Amanda King
Juliette Smith 
Phyllis Watts
Felicia Wilson-Agnew 
Mary Henson, Staff Liaison

2008-09 Women’s Issues 
Committee

Elsie Aranda  
Joanne Bain-Schwarz 
Antionette Bogdanski
Sandra Cawood
Mary Ann DuPuis
Catherine Frederick
Anne Good
Denise Ivester
Linda Kelley 
Millie Lambert 
Deborah McMillan  
Lynda Min, Co-Chair 
Sally Pierce
Laurel Plagens
Linda Robinson  
Susan Schaner Schultz,  

Co-Chair
Michelle Thomas
Carolyn Logan, Staff Liaison

Professional Development 
and Human Rights 
Department

Joan Mapson, Director
Mary Henson, Consultant, 

Conference Coordinator
Deb Hahn, Associate Staff, 

Conference Assistant
Frank Ciloski, Consultant
Bob Harris, Consultant
Linda Keway, Consultant
Carolyn Logan, Consultant
Judi Weise, Associate Staff
Monica Ritchie, Associate Staff
Doreen Trevena, Associate 

Staff
Chris Piggott, Administrative 

Assistant
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P.O. Box 2573, East Lansing, MI  48826-2573             517-332-6551 or 800-292-1934 

Iris K. Salters, President  •  Steven B. Cook, Vice President   
Peggy McLellan, Secretary-Treasurer  •   Lu Battaglieri, Executive Director 

The mission of the MEA is to ensure that the education of our students and  
the working environments of our members are of the highest quality.

Michigan Education Association
MEA

www.mea.org
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