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2009 #2 Legal Services

The MEA Legal Services Department accounts for 6.67%, or $5,071,367 of the total MEA 2009-2010
budget.

The staff of the Legal Services Department consists of five attorneys, three support staff, one
administrative assistant, and the MEA General Counsel, who manages the department and represents
MEA as an organization in legal proceedings.

The staff attorneys provide representation to local affiliates and their members in any employment-
related disputes (tenure cases or violation of due process, for example), and they give legal advice and
assistance to UniServ Directors in grievance processing, arbitrations, employee representation, and
collective bargaining. The department also provides legal training and updates to staff, local leaders and
members.

The association liability insurance that protects affiliates in the case of embezzlement or fraud by
leaders or staff is administered through the Legal Services Department.

The MEA Legal Services Department does not represent members in non-work related traffic violations
or criminal offenses. However, some limited reimbursement of approved legal fees may be provided in
the case of traffic offenses or criminal activity alleged to have occurred in the workplace or during the
course of the member’s work day.

Please call or write if you have questions.
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Secretary/Treasurer
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